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Bvaluation of Buggestion Ho. 59-81

1. For the second time within a month, & suggestion has been
sade for the simplifieation of documentation in ORR reports. Thie
{n iteelf is sn indfcstion thst the current system is not completely
sstisfactory. The procedures recommended in Buggesticx Fo. %9-01
have the qmlﬂie&npgrmlaftheﬁ/@&a&tonm&mmmmn
for most of the reports of the Division. It is approximately the
same system that has been used sstiafeactorily in Department of
Agriculture publications for at least 25 years. The author of the
suggestion, however, sctuslly bringe up two problems. The first --
aver documentation -- is specifically menticned in the gecond
sentence but is not considered thereafter. The gecond problem -~
documentation procedures -- is the subject of the repaindsr of the
HeRO .

2. The problem of over documentation is well worth further
congliferation since it is & common failing. Documeatation of the
cbvicus interrupts the train of thought for the resder without
serving sny useful purpose. A reductlon in the sumber of references
to sources would alsoc simplify tbe work of authors, editors, and
typlsts.

3. The second problem -- documentation -- has long bteen under
ecusideration by the D/GC editors. The system described in
Suggestion No. 59-81 has been tested and found to hmve many merits.
Bibliographies are shorter; source references within the text do
not necegsarily have to be remumbered vhenever s reference is added
to or removed from the manuseript copy; and chacces of error are
materially reduced. The reader, in turaing to the bibliography,
always finds the complete reference rather thac "15i4" or "op eit;”
vhich may refer him to the preceding citation or to "17 sbove.

The bibvliography as & whole would also give & clesrer impression
of the amount and quality of the litersture upon which & report is
Lased.

4., No system of Socumentation, however, is perfectly adapted
to all types of reports. The major cbjection to the suggested system
is the cluttering up of a report with lengthy references. With care,
this objection could be refuced considerably. For exsuple, if more
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then one source is requlred ta subatentiate & statement, they

eould be referrved to 8g [, 38/ rather than 36/ 371/

In pome cases, such & ipiicity of references =may be the reguit
of over documectation. If the ssme information is given in the
three sources, it may be so generslly avallable thet no citation

is zesded, or s reference to the most authoritative of the acurces
might sufflice. For tables and grephics, ihe problem is even simgpler.
In both cases, references in ORR reports eommonly appesr in footnotes,
where & lengthy reference is not likely to disconcert ihe resder.
Cther cbjections to the sugpested aystem could certalnly de ralsed
ant would have to be considered ss they arise.

5« Even though there are a mmber of correct methods of
Sacunenting research, 2o single method can coupletely meet the
noeds of a1l types of reports. It is ssseutisl, however, thet (ER
waintain certalo standards; but within thege standards there is
room for soise flexibility. while retsining the general format
aow in use the agthor might be permitied to follow either the current
method of documenting bis veport or the method described lu Suggestion
¥o. 59-81, depending on which was betier adapted to his speeific
problens. The only explanstion needed would be a simple chmnge in
the wording of the standard footnote to the first mumbered refereace
in the text.

- 6. Toe D/GG editors recomsend tbat the methodi of documentation
suggested te further considered and tested before it is either adopted
or rejected.
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